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	PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

	Greetings Everyone!
August Safety Focus: Safe Driving and Back-to-School Awareness
August provides an excellent opportunity to reinforce two critical safety topics: safe driving and back-to-school traffic awareness. As families settle back into their school-year routines, drivers must remain vigilant and prepared for increased traffic, school zones, and pedestrian activity. These topics are closely connected and serve as an important reminder that every trip behind the wheel carries the responsibility of protecting not only ourselves, but also our communities.
Stop on Red Week, sponsored by the National Coalition for Safer Roads (NCSR), is dedicated to raising awareness about the dangers of running red lights and stop signs. Traffic intersections throughout the Permian Basin, including heavily traveled areas such as the intersection of SH 1788 and SH 158 in Midland County, remind us daily of the importance of defensive driving and intersection safety.
While we cannot control the actions of other motorists, we can control our own driving behaviors. Drivers should come to a complete stop at stop signs and proceed through intersections only when it is safe to do so. Similarly, traffic signals require our full attention. Rather than attempting to "beat the light," drivers should anticipate signal changes and prepare to stop when a light turns yellow.
Many professional drivers are familiar with the Smith System concept of recognizing "fresh" and "stale" green lights. A fresh green light is one that you observed changing from red to green. A stale green light is one that has been green for an unknown amount of time and could change at any moment. Approaching stale green lights with caution can help drivers avoid sudden stops, red-light violations, and potential collisions. This simple defensive driving principle remains especially relevant on the busy roadways of the Permian Basin.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's "Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over" campaign highlights the devastating consequences of impaired driving. Alcohol and drug-related crashes continue to result in preventable injuries and fatalities each year, affecting not only drivers but also passengers, families, coworkers, and entire communities.
Today, there are more transportation alternatives available than ever before, including ride-sharing services, designated drivers, and public transportation options. Planning ahead before consuming alcohol or impairing substances can prevent tragic outcomes and ensure everyone arrives home safely.
As students return to school, drivers should expect increased traffic congestion, school buses, crossing guards, bicyclists, and pedestrians, particularly during morning and afternoon commute times. This seasonal increase in activity requires heightened awareness and patience from all motorists.
Employers and safety leaders are encouraged to remind employees to slow down in school zones, follow all posted traffic laws, eliminate distractions while driving, and remain alert for children who may enter roadways unexpectedly. Back-to-school safety discussions can also be incorporated into monthly safety meetings to reinforce the importance of safe driving habits both on and off the job.
Safe driving is one of the most important decisions we make every day. Whether commuting to work, transporting our families, or traveling between job sites, the choices we make behind the wheel have a direct impact on our safety and the safety of those around us. This August, take the opportunity to recommit to defensive driving practices, obey traffic laws, eliminate distractions, and remain alert in school zones and at intersections. By slowing down, staying focused, and making responsible decisions, we can help prevent incidents and ensure everyone returns home safely. Together, we can make our roads safer for coworkers, families, students, and the communities we serve.

Respectfully,

Heather Ferrell, CSP 
President, Permian Basin Chapter 
American Society of Safety Engineers

	MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 

	New Members
1. Nicolas LeFevre, CSP
1. Stephanie Martinez, SMP
1. Judith Goodwin Williams, CSHM, ARM, CIT
Long Service Recognition of Chapter Members
1. Joseph Luttrell, OHST, SMP, COSS - 23 Years
1. Lynn Richardson, M.S., CSP - 43 Years
1. Nick Bourdoumis, SMP - 20 Years

	UPCOMING EVENTS 

	August Chapter Meeting 
Thursday, August 20 from 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Location: Jack E. Brown Building, 3600 N. Garfield St., Midland, TX 
Speaker: Heather Ferrell 
Topic: Get to Know ASSP 
 
 
 

	CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

	We are always looking to network and find out if there are job openings. The jobs must be in an Environment, Health and Safety function. For example: Fleet Safety Manager, Director of Environmental, Health and Safety, Risk Manager, etc.

We will post the jobs to our website at president@permianbasin.assp.org. This is done currently at no charge, but the chapter is always accepting donations to help establish our scholarship fund. Your contribution is appreciated.
 
Please e-mail the job information to president@permianbasin.assp.org.

Visit the ASSP Permian Basin Chapter Jobs Website Page
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